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Pſalm XXXVII. 4. 


Deligbi thou in the Lord, and he all 
give thee thy Hearts Dejire. 


the meer Inſtiact of Nature, ſhould obſerve 

fo much Order in all their Actions, and ſo 

conſtantly purſue the End for which they were 

made; and that Man, a thoughtful, inquiſitive Be- 

ing, ſhould almoſt always act at random, and be 

the only irregular Part of the whole Creation. 

| But when we conſider, that he is compounded of 

two Principles, directly oppoſite to, and perpetually 

jarring againſt, each other; that his Body and Soul 

are not more United in their Intereſts, than they 

are Divided in their Inclinations and Deſires; we 

{hall ceaſe to wonder, that he is ſo inconſiſtent with 
Himſelf, and ſo various in all his Actions. 

For till we can maintain a good Correſpondence 
betwixt our Rational and Senſitive Faculties, and 
make them both agtee in one common Purſuit; till 

we can convince our ſelves, that the Eatertain- 
ments of Reaſon make up the Happineſs of the 
whole Man, and not only procure us a Heaven in 
Reverſion, but alſo give us the molt refin'd Plea- 
ſures here, that we are capable of enjoying ; Our 
Affections will be always divided betwixt the Plea» 
ſures of Senſe and of Reaſon, and we ſhall be apt 
to prefer the Gratifications of a Brute, to the De- 
lights of an Angel, becauſe the one are gr + 
21 A | the 


I. may ſeem ſtrange, that Brute Creatures, by 
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And affectiog Senſe of the Amiableneſs of his Na- 
4 1 | 


N (2) 
the other falſly ſuppos'd to be altogether Unknown, 
and at a Diſtance. r ae 

One cannot therefore do a greater Service to 
Mankind, than by directing them to a way, that 
leads to preſent as well as future Felicity; by ſhew- 
ing them, that in Religion, the Happineſs of both 
Worlds conſiſts: and that to delight in the Lord, 
which is to begin Heaven here, comprehends in it 
all the Joys, which either Senſe or Reaſon can de- 
fire, which either Heaven or Earth can give us. 
Delight thou in the Lord, and he (ball give thee thy 
Hearts Veſire. That is, Affect thy Heart with the 


Love of God, and let a deſire to pleaſe Him be the 


only Principle of all thy Actions, and he will give 
Thee that perfect Satisfaction and Tranquillity of 
Mind, which thy Soul fo importunately deſires; 


und which thou canſt never obtain, while thy Af. 


fections are plac'd on ſo many different Objects, 
and thy Happineſs is parcel'd out into ſuch a Va- 


* 


ſe upon theſe words, I ſhall 


riety of empry. Joys, and trifling Amuſements, ' 


In my diſe 
EFirſt, Very briefly endeavour to ſhew, wherein 
this Delight in God conliſts. | 8 47 
Secondly, That to love or delight in Gad is the 
higheſt Ad of Religion. 5 | 

- - Thirdly, That it is the Supreme Felicity of our 
Nature. n | 


5 . 


Firſt, Then, to delight in God; is to take Pleaſure 


in his Worſhip and Service, to approach his Altars 


with Joy and Thankſgiving, to hear his Word with 


Reverence and Attention, to converſe with him þ 


here in Meditation and Prayer, and long to enjoy 
hien hereaſter in Glory. Tis to have ſuch a lively 


ture, 
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ture, that, 4 the Hart defireth the Water-brooks, Our 
Souls may pant and thirſt after God as our Sovereign 
Good; and wiſh for nothing in Competition with 
Him, nothing but in order to the Enjoyment of 
And Secondly, That to delight in God in this man- 
ner, is the higheſt Act of Religion, may be evinc'd 
from the Conſideration of theſe two particulars. - 
- Firſt, That it obliges us, by entertaining and keep» 
ing up a juſt Senſe, and worthy Notion of God in 
our Minds, to aſcribe that kind of Honour and 
Praiſe tò Him, which he ſeems moſt to regard, and 
take Pleaſure in. ; | 
; Secondly, That ir enables us to perform his Will 
in the moſt acceptable manner, by acting upon a 
Principle of Filial Love, which is the ſtrongeſt Mo- 
tive to Univerſal Obedience. i bus 

Firſt, Then, to delight in God obliges us, by en- 
tertaining and keeping up a juſt Senſe, and worthy 
Notion of God in our Minds, to aſcribe that kind 
of Honour and Praiſe to Him, which he ſeems mo 
to regard, and take Pleaſure in. | Fit 
Man, as he is a Being, little lower than the A 
gels, as he is Heir of Heaven, and a kind of Re- 
preſentative of God Himſelf upon Earth, is en- 
titl'd by the Prerogative of his Nature to addreſs 
himſelf to God with a delightful Freedom, with the 
humble Confidence of a Son towards a belov'd and 
loving Father. And in all the Revelations which 
God has made of Himſelf to Mankind, he takes 
upon bum thoſe ſoft and endearing Appellations of 
a Father, Redeemer, and Comforter; and aſſures us, 
that his Kindneſs and Affection for us, under each 
of theſe Characters, ſurpaſſes all our Notions'of 
Love and Endearment. ds a Parent, his Love to 
Mankind exceeds the _—_ tender Affection of — 
185 Y, 2 
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moſt tender Sex, aan x Wowas farget ber ſucking Child, 
that foe ſbould have no Compaſſron an the Sox of ber 
Womb, yea they may forget, get will I never forget 
Thee. As a Redeemer, we are told, that greater Love 
hath no Man, than that a Man lay down his Life for 
bis Friend, but in this God manifeſted the Supe- 
riority of his Affection, that while we were Enemies 


Chriſt dy'd far ns. And where can we find a Com- 


forter amongſt Men, who in the Multitude of Sorrows 
that we have in oug Hearts, it always able to refreſb our 
Souls? In a word, all our Notions and Conceptions 
of God are full of his Goodneſs, and the Wonders 
which he hath done for the Children of Men. 


Hor God as a Father, Redeemer, and Comforter, is 


nat more amiable than as a Langider and a Judge; 
all his Commands are ſo many Acts of Grace to 
Mankind, and in return for ſo great Favours he 
requites nothing of us, but that we advance our 
on Natures to the higheſt Perfection: that we 
love, delight in, and addreſs our ſelves to Him as 
Friends, tho we are unworthy the Honour of be- 
ing ms Servants. ni e as hob 05 
Aud l ſhall we be made capable of ſo great an Ho- 
 nour and not enjoy it? Shall we baniſh our ſelves 
to the diſtance of Aliens and Strangers, when we 
are ſokiadly invited to become, as Abraham is til'd, 
tube Friends of God? Shall God admit us to the En- 
jayment of Himſelf, and we Rand off, and refuſe to 
have any Intercourſe with him? Shall we prefer 
uſcleſs Friendſhips and Alliances with Men, to the 
high Prividedge of knowing and loving God, and 
of being known and belov'd by him? Are we afraid 
to approach ſo great a Being with Delight and 
Confidence, upon account of the infinite Diſtance 
that is betwixt us? Or are we terrify'd by thoſe 


ſew inſtances, which the &ripture records of his | 


Wrath 
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Wrath and Severity againſt Sinners? If indeed we 
are ceſolv'd to continue in our Sius, we have juſt 
reaſon to Tremble in the Preſence of God, for to- 
wards ſuch Perſons he is repreſented as a Great aud 
Terrible Judge, and a Conſuming Fire. But if we 
draw near to Him in Meditation and Prayer, and 
make our Hearts fit Manſions for his Holy Spirit to 
dwell in, he will delight to draw near to us, and not- 
withſtanding the infinite Diſtance, come and make 
his Abode with us. And then only can we have a 
juſt Senſe and worthy Notion of God, when we are 
far advanc'd into this Divine Friendſhip and holy 
Intimacy with him; and not oaly pay him the Ho- 
mage of a Creature to his Creator, but the Love 
of a Friend, to the Friend of his Boſom, and offer 
up 8 Souls to be poſſels'd by him without 
a Rival. | 

For as it hath been always eſteem'd the higheſt 
Title of Honour, that was ever aſcrib'd to an Earth- 
ly Prince, to be ſtil'd, The Love and Delight of Man- 
kind ; in like manner, God is pleas'd to account it 
the chief Glory which redouads to Him, from the 
Works of his own Hands, to be lov'd, and prais'd, 
and ador'd by his Creatures, as the only Object that 
deſerves their Affections. But to approach Him 
as an'Over-awful and Angry Being, only with Fear 
and Trembling, and to imagine, that He requires a 
greater Diftance of our: A/eQions, than to be de- 
lighted in by us, is to derogate from his PerteCtions, 
and unfairly repreſent the Condition and Privi- 
ledges of the Rational Part of his Creation. Iis 
to magnify his Greatneſs, by leſſening his Good- 


nels, in which chiefly, as He Himſelf aſſures us, 


all his Greatneſs conſiſts: for when Moſes deſir d. 
that God would ſbem him his Glory, behold, the Lord 


paſſed: by before him, and proclaim'd, the Lord 4 
N | : 
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e (6) : 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long ſuffering, and 
abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, 2 for 
Thouſands, forgiving Iniquity, and Tranſpreſſion, and 
Sin, Exod. 34. 6. And in our Conception of things, 
we cannot but think it the nobleſt Employment of 
a Being, infinitely Perfect in Himſelf, to do good, 
and communicate his Happineſs to others. And 
the Lower the Majeſty of God deſcends in Acts of 
Kindneſs to his Creatures, the Higher he raiſes our 
Notions of Him; ſo that if we would repreſent 
our Bleſſed Saviour in all his Glory, we mult not 
only contemplate Him as fitting at the Right- hand 
of God, but alſo as expiring on a Croſs for mi- 
ferable Sinners. | 

Secondly, To Delight in God enables us to perform 
his Will in the moſt acceptable manner, by acting 
upon a Principle of Filial Love, which is the ſtrongeſt 
Motive to Univerſal Obedience. | | 
As the Service which we pay to an Earthly Ma- 
iſtrate, is never ſo Acceptable, when it proceeds 
from Fear, and a Servite Dread of his Authority, 
as when it flows from Reſpect, and an affectionate 
Concern for his Perſon; ſo our Sacrifice of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving will be rejected at the Throne 
of Grace, unfeſs we offer up our Hearts along with 
it: for the great King of Heaven and Earth delights 
to Reign in the Affections of his Creatures. He 
regards not ſo much the Obedience it ſelf, as the 
Intention with which we perform it; and rejeQs, 
or accepts, it, as it proceeds from a Servile, or a 
Generous Compliance to his Will, from Fear, or 
2 Heart devoted to his Service. For tho” Fear, in 
Conjunction with other Graces, is a neceſſary Ver- 
tue, and may be us 'd as a uſeful Check upon the 
aſpiring Paſſion af Love, to preſerve it from the 
Extravagancies of Enthuſiaſm, and awe it 
AN . | the 
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the bounds of a ſober and rational Devotion ; yet 
of it ſelf it is a narrow, laviſh Paſſion, and can ne- 
ver prove a Principle of Univerſal Obedience, be- 
cauſe it takes in but half of our Duty, and makes 
us only careful not to Offend ; whereas Love is of 
ſuch an active Nature, that wherever it is plac'd, 
it exerts all our Faculties and Powers to pleaſe the 
Beloved Object. Hence it is, that Love is fre- 


quently ſtil'd in Seriprure the fulſlling of the Law, 


becauſe it not only includes in it, but communi- 
cates Vertue, to all the other Parts of our Duty. 
It animates our Faith, encourages our Hope, and 
exalts our Charity, to the higheſt Degree of Reli- 


gious Perfection. For as Life it ſelf, without ſome 


Degree of Love and Benevolence to Mankind, is 
dull and inſipid, and our Being ſcarce animated; ſo 
when our Vertues want this Divine Principle to 
ſuſtain and keep them up, they grow weak and faint, 
and are ſoon facrific'd to our Luſts and Pleaſures. 
And therefore we may obſerve, that they who 
have had the moſt ardent Affection for God, not- 
withſtanding they have been guilty of great Er- 
rors and Miſcarriages, have been always the Fa- 
vourites of Divine Providence. It we look into the 
Life of holy David, and conſider what thoſe ex- 
traordinary Vertues were, which gave him that 
diſtinguiſhing Character of a Man after God's own 
Heart, we ſhall find them to be chiefly the Warmth 
and Conſtancy of his Addreſſes to God, and the 
Delight he took in his Worſhip and Service. In 
the ordinary Courſe of his Lite and Actions, he 
was a Man of like Paſſions and-Infirmities with us, 
and hurry'd away by the Violence of them, into 
the moſt horrid Crimes of Adultery and Murder: 
but in his Cloſet he ſeems to be ſomething more 
than Man, and his Prayers are offer d up wih * 
| - 
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 Intenſeneſs of Zeal, that they are like the Devo: 


tions of an Auel, or Saint in Glory. Such paſ- 
fionate Expreſſions of Hope, and Traſt, and Delight 
in God, break forth in every Page of his Divine 
Compoſitions, that we cannot wonder, if ſuch ſub- 
lime and exalted Piety was able ro cover a Multitude 
of Sins; eſpecially when he was ſo ſenſible of the 
Diſpleaſure of God, that his Repearance bore pro- 
portion to the Enormity of his Guilt, ſo that he 
roar'd for the very Diſquietneſs of his Heart, when his 
Sins had hid the face of God from him. It was, in 
all Probability, this holy Delight in his Divine Ma- 


ſter, that advanc'd the Bleſſed Apoſtle and Ev an- 
5 gelif of this Day, to the Honour of lying in the 


ſom of our Lord, and of being ſtil'd his Beloved 
Diſciple. Tho' our Seviosr was attended by Men of 
the higheft Attainments inVerrue, yer the Affection 
of a tender unexperienced Youth, who Diligently 


follow'd him, and delighted to hear thoſe ſublime 


Truths, which *tis probable at that time furpaſs'd 
his Comprehenſion, was more acceptable in his 
fight,” than the Faith of St. Peter, the Integrity of 
Nathanael, or the Courage and Capacity of all his 
other Diſciples. | | | 

We are led into this Opinion, by obſerving 
that St. John gave the higheſt proof of Love 
to his Lord, by attending on, and believing in 


him, as he _ upon the Croſs, when all the reſt 


of his Diſciples' forfook him. And what may con- 
firm us in it, is, that he recommends and inculcates 
this great Dury of Love, more frequently and 
earneſtly than any of them; inſomuch that he pro- 
ceeds ſo far as to ſay, that God is Love, and that he 


who dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, and God in bim; 


but that he who loveth not, doth not know God * : and 
certainly he who hath not a juſt Notion of God, can 
N | * Job, £ 16, 8. never 
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2 
never render an acceptable Service to Him. And 
indeed the oppoſite Paſſion of Servile Fear, which 
uſually ſways the Soul, when this divine Vertue is 
wanting, ſeems to be perfectly ignorant of the 
chief Perſections of the Deity; becauſe it only ter- 
rifies our Apprehenſion with the lation 
of one ſingle Attribute, by which God governs 
human Affairs, Infinite Juſtice ; without encoura 
ing us with the milder and more glorious Proſpe 


a 


of His Mercy and Goodneſs. Whereas Love joyns 
both: thoſe Attributes together in their brighteſt 
Luſtre, and makes them agree ina blefled Harmony; 
ſoftens and adorns unlimited Power with the mild 


Rays of boundleſs Mercy, and tempers infinite 
Bounty and Clemency with needful Juſtice and Se- 
verity : It frees us from all unreaſonable Terrors 
of God, as an imperious Maſter and inexorable 
Judge; and from all vain hopes in the Divine Good» 
neſs and Clemency, which are not founded upon 
an exact Conformity to his Will, and Imitation 
of his Perfections; by aſſuring us, that God can 
never approve of any thing but what is like Him- 
ſelf, that is, Righteouſneſs, Purity and Holineſs. 
For the trueſt Foundation of Love and Frieadſhip 
is a ſimilitude of Temper and Diſpoſition: fo that 
we muſt conform our ſelves to the Image of God, 
if we would enjoy his Favour; we mul be Hol7 
as he is Holy, if we hope to be Happy, as He is. 

Beſides, Love is ſuch a chearful Principle of Obe. 
dience, as will make the hardelt Toke eaſy, and the 
heavieſt Barden light, and carry us through the moſt 
difficult parts of our Duty, with Pleaſure and Ala- 
crity.” WhereasFear, by which I mean, Servile Fear, 
when it is not actuated by Filial Love, is a Melan - 
choly Paſſion, which excludes the Graces of Hope 
and Joy, the Delightful Acts of Praiſe and Thanks. 
ſt B giving 


(10) 

giving from its Society. It ſcares weak Minds with 
terrible Apprehenſions of Sin, where no Sin is; and 
leſſens their Confidence in God to ſuch a degree, 
as to put them into the Condition of the Spirits in 
Hell, whoſe Faith brings forth no fruit but Deſpair, 
who believe and tremble. A falſe Notion in Religion, 
Which, under the Goſpel Diſpenſation of Grace 
and Mercy, diſhonours God no leſs than Atheiſm 
it ſelf; ſiace it cannot be a greater Crime to deny 
his Being, than to repreſent him as a ſtern and im- 
placable judge, who is deaf to all our Cries, and 
takes delight in afflictiag his Creatures. 

By Men of ſuch ſevere and inexorable Diſpo- 
firions, and not by a God of infinite Compaſſion, 
we may well ſuppoſe thoſe. rigid Decrees were 
form'd, which have Predeſtinated ſome Perſons to 
Grace and Salvation, and allow'd the reſt of Man- 
Kind: zo place for Repent ance, though they ſeek it care- 
fally with Tears. An Opinion, which impioully at- 
tempts to circumſcribe, and ſer bounds to Unli- 
mized Goodneſs and Merey; and gives us ſuch 
dreadful Apprehenſions of God, as will deſtroy all 
thofe Schemes of Happineſs and Satisfaction, that 
are founded on Love and Delight in him. An 
Abſurdity, of which I need ſay no more, than that 
it renders ineffectual all the Laws and Threats and 
Fromiſes of the Goſpel, ſince whatever we do, our 
Doom is fixt, and tis out of our Power to reverſe 
the Sentence. WOT Lon 

Jo conclude this Head; Fear is only the Begin- 
ning or Introduction to Religion, but Love the 
Coanſummation and Perfection of it. The Principle 
which animates the Religion of . Angels, and of the 
Spirits of. juſt Men made perfect, and lifts us up into a 
Communion and Fellow ſhip with them. In a word, 
it is not only the Means of their Happineſs, but 
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their Heaven it ſelf; in the Practice of which, all 
the Felicity they enjoy, or we expect, doth chief 
conſiſt. Which leads me to my Thira general Head, 
that to delight in God, is the ſupreme Felicity of our 
Nature, as it is expteſt in the Text, Delight thow in 
the Lord, and he ſball give thee thy hearts deſire. 
Which may be prov'd by conſidering this Duty, 
- Flrft, Abſolutely in it ſelf, as it is the Principal 
End and Deſign of our Creation. 

Secondly, As it 1s the Fountain of Pleaſure, and 
gives the other Diverſions of Life all their Agree- 
ablenels.”' "es | 9 007 
© Thirdly, By ſetting forth ſome of its peculiar Pro- 
perties and Advantages, and by ſhewing how truly 
great are its preſent Comforts, how unſpeakably 
great will be its future Felicity. _ UGH 9 
Firſt, I ſhall conſider this Duty abſolutely in it 
ſelf, as it is the Principal End and Deſign of our 
Creation. Since the Goodneſs of God would never 
permit him to Create any Appetites, without pro- 
vidiog a ſuitable Object to ſatisfy them; that Im- 
portunate deſire of Happineſs, which he hath im- 
planted in our Nature, and the Emptineſs of all 
thoſe Pleaſures, which he hath provided here for 
our Entertainment, are a Demonſtration, that Man 
was made for ſome higher Good, than This World 
can give him. For the Underſtanding and the Will 
are of ſo Spiritual a Nature, that nothing but what 
is Rational, nothing but what is Divine, can be an 
adequate Pleaſure to them. The Entertainments 
of Senſe are too groſs, and this World too narrow: 
a Place for our unlimited Deſires to range in. But 
the Contemplation of infinite Truth, and the En- 
joy ment of an all-ſufficient Good, can quench our 
unbounded Thirſt after Knowledge and Felicity; 
and the moſt calarg'd Thoughts are ſwallow'd 12 
typ B 2 Wit 
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with reflecting upon the Glories of Heaven, upon 


all the Wanders and Delights of a Hleſſed Eterni- 


ty. Heaven therefore is the proper Place for Im- 
mortal Spirits to move in; and when our Faculties 
ate employ d in knowing. and loving Gad, when our 


Underſtanding contemplates his infinite Wiſdom 


and Knowledge, and our Will embraces him as our 


| Coverecign Good, they exert themſelves with Plea- 


ſure as upon their proper Objects, and anſwer the 


Ends for Which they were created. 


- Firſt, Let us conſider the Pleaſure which the. 
Speculation of the Divine Nature affords to the Un- 
derſtanding, bath upon account of the Greatneſs 
and Newneſs of the Object. For the Greatneſs of 
a Being infinitely perfect in himſelf can never be 
enough admir'd ; nor the Variety, which the Con- 
templation of infigite Perfections affords, ex- 
hauſted. So that after we have ſpent whole Ages ia 
the rapturous Employment: of knowing and . 
God, we ſhall be as far remov'd from a perfect 
Knowledge, from having a juſt Senſe and Admira - 
tion of Him; as ever. And if a Diſcovery of the Se- 
cets of Nature can refreſh the Mind with noble 
Images of things, and affect us with a ſenſible Plea- 
ſure bow muſt the Contemplation of that Almighty 
Pawet; - which: brought out of nothing this goodly 
Fabriek of che World; of that Inviſible Hand that 
wieldsthisvaſt Machine, and directs all its Motions; 


and of that immenſe Goodneſs, which hath pro- 


vided for all the Deſires of its innumerable Inbhabi- 
tants 3 ſwell our Thought: with the moſt magnificent 
Idea's of Divine Providence, and raiſe our Admira - 


tion ta its higbaſt Pitch of Delight and Amazement ? 


* Secondly, Let us conſider the Pleafure of the Will 
in chooſiag God for its chiefeſt Good. That Man is 
not ſufficient” for his own Happineſs, and 1 
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( 13.) 
thing in this World but God can make him happy, 
is ſo true and melancholy a Reflection, that were 
there not a Being above, kind and able, to have re- 
courſe to, This World would be a diſmal uncom- 
fortable Place, and Life it ſelf an intolerable Op- 
preſſion. But when we are aſſur'd, that the Favour 
of God will ſupply all Defects of Power and Wik 
dom in Us, give us an Intereſt in his Perfections, 
and a Security, that as Occaſion requires, they will 
be employ'd for our Advantage; and when in order 
to obtain this great Privilege, Our Will hath 
pirch'd n God as its Sovereign Good, and we 
deſire to do nothing, and to be nothing, but what 
we are ſure will pleaſe Him; we are in a manner 
advanc'd into a Participation of the Divine Nature, 
and This Earth, amidit all its Troubles, becomes a 
kind of Heaven. "£671 | 
But that we may be the more perfectly convinc'd, 
that without God, we can neither form an Idea of 
Happineſs, nor have any Poſſibility of obtaining 
it, let us conſider, on; | | ) 

- Secondly, How mean and inſipid all the other Di- 
verſions of Life are in themſelves, till they are im- 
prov'd, and made agreeable to us, by this Divine 
Delight and Complaceacy. bly 8 
if we run over the whole Circle of human Plea» 
ſures, as they are elegantly deſcrib'd, and were no 
leſs elegantly enjoy'd by the Wile King of 1/rael, 
we ſhall find that they are ſo far from adminiſtring 
any ſolid Comfort and Satisfaction to us, that they 
are nothing but Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. Wealth, 
Honour, and ſenſual Pleaſure, are the great Idols 
ol ghe World; each of which has innumerable Vo- 
taries, who think the Attainment of one darling 
Delight deſerves the utmoſt care and endeavour of 
their whole Lives. But if all theſe logredients of 


carnal 


\ 


(14) 

catnal Felicity joyn'd together, and enjoy'd by Ss: 
Jomon in their utmoſt Perfection, were not able to 
form an entire Satisfaction, and fill up the Meaſure 
of His Deſires; how vain are Our Hopes, how empty 
Our ExpeQations, when within the narrow Fru- 
ition of One of theſe imaginary Pleaſures, all our 
Happineſs is confin'd ? wn; 

For theſe Diverfions are fo far from being the 
ultimate End, and proper Object of our Wiſhes, 
that they are the chief Grounds and Foundation of 
alt our Trouble and Diſquiet. The Purſuit of them 


always wearies, and the Enjoy ment always diſ- 


appoints us. Such a Pitch of Preferment, ſuch an 
untry d Pleaſure and Advantage, promiſes Happi- 
neſs at a Diſtance, and ſeems to be the end of al 
our Deſires; but when *tis obtain'd, That end is 
converted into a means of procuring ſomething fur- 
ther, and we are as far remov'd from the Poſſeſſion 
of Happineſs, as ever. 850 

If any Pleaſure in Life could ſatisfy the defires 
of a rational Being, and pretend to the Honour of 
being our chief Good, it muſt be the Pleaſure of 
the Mind, in the Diſcovery aud Improvement of 
Arts and Sciences, in the Knowledge of Truth, and 
a cloſe Inſpection into the Secrets of Nature. Aa 
Entertainment, which ſeems to furniſh out the 
moſt refin d and elegant Diverſions for our Intel- 
lectual Faculties; which therefore it would be un- 
pardonable not to take notice of in a place ſo pe- 
culiarly fer apart for the Enjoyment of it. And 
yet we are aſſur'd by one, who had the greateſt Ex- 
perience of all the Sons of Men in theſe matters, 
that i» much W; 
exertafeth Knowledge, encreaſeth Sorrow. For tis part 
of the Primitive Curſe, that nothing is now attain- 
able but by the ſwear of our Brows, and thoſe 3 
23114. Wie 7 
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which are moſt excellent, are always acquir'd with 
the greateſt difficulty and labour. And if we con- 
ſider the Blindneſs of our narrow Underſtandings, 
and the Intricacy of Truth, the Entanglements of 
Error, and the great Variety of Opinions, with 
which every Science, every Truth almoſt, is per- 

lext, obſcur'd and confounded ; if we obſerve 
— precarious the Poſſeſſion of Knowledge and 
Wiſdom. is; how eaſily an unfaithful Memory may 
let lip thoſe Idea's that are committed to its Truſt, 
and how unavoidably the defects of old Age will 


* raze and deface them; we ſhall acknowledge, that 


much Stay is ſo far from being an Entertainment. 
that it is 4 Wearineſs to the fleſh, 4 fore Travel which 
ou has given the Sons of Adam, to be afflited there- 
wit K 

We muſt look out therefore for ſome other Plea- 
ſure that is more worthy of our Nature, and can 
And after we have ranſackt 
Heaven and Earth for our Felicity, we ſhall ad- 
dreſs our ſelves to God as our Sovereign Good, and 


cry out with the Pſalmiſt, Mom have I in Heaven 


but Thee? and there is none upon Earth that I deſire 
beſides Thee. For the good Things of This life are 
Trifles of ſo little Importance, that they are un- 
worthy to be the Objects, either of our Love or 
Averſion. God alone is to be delighted in, becauſe 
he only is able to anſwer all our Hopes, e 
for all our Wants, and fill up our immenſe Capa- 
cities of Enjoyment. 

And when this Deligbt in Gad is the Principle of 


all our Actions, it Sanctiſies our Uſe of the good 


things of Life, and gives thoſe Diverſions that are 
inſipid in themſelves, a grateful Reliſh and Agree- 
ableneſs. Then the Honours and Riches of the 


: 


World may fairly be deſir'd by us, that by * 
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of Charity and Beneficence, and the more prevail- 
ing Influence of a great Example, we may promote 
the Happineſs of others, and advance one ſtep fur. 
ther in our way to Heaven. Then to encreaſe our 
Wealth, is to make an Addition to our Happineſs ; 
fince the larger our Eſtate is, it affords us ſtill greater 
Opportunities of recommending our ſelves to God, 
by putting us-in a Capacity of doing more good 
to Mankind. In like manner, an .Eaquiry into 
the Sciences of human Learning, will be a ſolid, 
rational and. uſeful Entertainment, when it is in- 
tended chiefly to lead our Underſtandings into the 
Knowledge of God, in whom are laid up al the 
Treefures of Wiſdom and Kyowledee ; And the Dil- 
appotatments, we ſhall meet with in all other Stu- 
dies, will direct us to place our Affections upon 
God, Who will then appear to be the only Object, 
that is able to gratify the Curioſity of human Rea- 
fon. Then alſo we may enjoy the innocent Plea- 
ſures of Senſe with Safety — Advantage, which 
will be ſo far from interfering with the Offices of 
Religion, that they will diſpoſe and enable us for 
the better diſcharge of them. To relieve our Spi- 
rits when they are weary, with ſuitable Diverſions 
and Intermifhons of our Duty, makes us return to 
it again with more Vigour and Alacrity. For our 
Nature, in this imperfect State, cannot bear a long 


Attention upon the ſame Objects, be they never 


fo entertaining; but would ſinł under the Weight, 
and be miſerable with the Enjoyment, of a conrinu'd, 


unintermitted Pleaſure: Our Souls muſt want be- 
fore: they can deſire, and a gratefal Vieiſſitude, a 
flight Repaſt of inferior Delights, inflames our T Hirſt 
after our Sovereign Good, who would let in Joys too 
ſtrong for our frail Mortality to bear, were we to 
ſpend this Life, as wre ſhall do the next, ay" 
* tinu 
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| tinu'dact of Love and Complacency in him. And 


therefore the Concerns of another World, are ne- 


ver ſo well carried on, as when. Religion and In- 


nocent Avocations, like Day and Night, ſucceed 
each other, and every Hour of our Life has a diſtinct 
Province allotted to it, which riſes up in its time, 
and is uſeful as well as beautiful in its ſeaſon. 
And always ſuppoſing, that, in this Divifton, we 
give, as is moſt due, a juſt Preference to the devout 
Part of our Time, there is no fear that he who has 
taſted the ſweets of Divine Friendſhip, ſhould be 
willing to part with them, for all the Delights the 
World can give him. A true Lover of God runs 
no riſque” from the Contagion of Vice, and bad 
Examples, ſtace his Affections are ſo taken up with 
the beſt and moſt amiable of all Objects, that there 
is no room in his Heart for any other Paſſion: at 
leaſt he will think no Pleafure fo great, as to pot- 
ſeſs his Favour, no Afffiction like that which de- 
pri ves him of it · The Light of God's Countenance 
will chear his Soul, and ff his Fart as with mar- 
rom and fatneſs, but Tears will be his meat day and 
nig e, when they. ſay anto him, where is now thy God. 
Which will appear if we confider, in the Third 
and Laſt place, ſome of the peculiar Properties and 
Advantagesof this Divine Vertue. Which uſually 
expreſſes the Defires of our Soul in theſe Religious 
Exerciſes; In a fervent Devotion towards God, 
in an entire Conformity to his Laws, in a ge- 
nerous Diſdain of carthly Things, in a noble Con- 
ſidence in Divine Providence, and in a ſtedfaſt and 
aſſur d Hope of an eternal aud never-fading Crome of 
Glory ; W l 
d cheſe Vertues will become ſo effential to 
our Happineſs, aſter we have been for ſome time 
accuſtom d to them, that it * be as impoſſible for 
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us to enjoy any Comfort in Life, without the In- 


fluences of God's enlivening Grace in the per- 
formance of them, as it is without his Providence 
and upholding Power, to live and move and have 
our Being. Of the Truth of which we ſhall ſoon 
be convinc'd, if we take a particular, and diſtinct 
View, of the high, and rational, and angelick 
* which reſult from the Practice of each of 
them. 4 41 8 2 | 

_ Firſt, Then, do we know any Satisfaction in Life 
comparable to/that which ſprings from Devotion ? 
This is a Delight that grows and improves under 
Thought and Reflection, whereas all other Plea- 
ſures expire in the Enjoyment. The ſcornful Epi- 
cure may make ſport with it, and ſeek for an ac- 
count to be given of it, but it is not to be con- 
ceiv'd by carnal Minds, becauſe it has no alliance 
with any of thoſe Pleaſures of Senſe, in which they 
ſo much delight, that by thoſe only a Notion of it 
can be convey'd to them, and *tis too great to be 
expreſt by thoſe who enjoy, admire, and reliſh the 
tranſporting Iafluence of it. But if to be reſolv'd 
of all our Doubts, to be purg'd from all our Sins, 
and to be freed from all our Fears, is a Pleaſure to 
us, all this, and much more, the Practice of fervent 
and conſtant Devotion brings along with it, and 
ſecures this Happineſs to us beyond the Power of 
Time or Change. For nothing can interrupt our 
Communication with Heaven, our Prayers will find 


their way thither from the uttermoſt parts of the 


Earth, and God has promis'd, that F we ask we 


ſelf ball be open d to us. . 
And, Secondly, an exact Conformity to the di- 


ſpall receive, if we knock, the Gates of Heaven it | 


vine Laws will make our Conſcience calm and ſe- 


rene, and ſettle our Minds in perfect Reſt and I = 
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quility. For Religion is the natural State of the 


Soul, and every thing that is natural, is pleaſant : 


and as when all the parts of the Body perform 
their proper Functions, and anſwer the Ends for 
which they were deſign'd, there ariſes a ſweet En- 
joyment and Complacency upon the whole, which 
we call, Health; ſo when the inferior Faculties of 
the Soul act in Subordination to Reaſon, and the 
Powers of Reaſon in entire Submiſſion to God, 
there reſults from both, the molt ſenſible and af- 
fecting of all Pleaſures, which we call, a Good 
Conſcience; which makes a Man enjoy Himſelf, 
and gives a new Reliſh to all other Enjoy ments. 

When alſo, Thirdly, we are advanc'd to ſuch a 


Perſection of Grace, that we can delight in God 


as our chiefeſt Good, the molt exquiſite Entertain- 
ments of this World will appear as flat to us, as 
the Toys of Children are to the ſame Perſons, 
when their Reaſon is grown up to its full Strength 
and Maturity. 

Fourthly, This divine Vertue will likewiſe inſpire 
us with ſuch a noble Confidence in God, as will 
ſer us above the reach of all the little Accidents 
and Misfortunes of Life. For the firm Per ſwa- 
ſion, that nothing can happen to us, but by the 
Appointment of an infinitely wiſe and gracious 
God, who loves us better than we do our ſelves, 
and defigns all his Chaſtiſements for the good of 
thoſe who love him, will make us eaſy under the 
moſt calamitous Circumſtances that can befall us, 
and ſupply the place of our Temporary Bleſſings 
and Advantages. WY 12 

Since, La, We are aſſur'd, that all our Sorrows 
and Diſgraces, and even Death it ſelf, the moſt 
dreadful of all human Evils, will be only an latro- 
duction to Life Immortal, to Honours nale 

8 able, 


„ -_ 
able, and Joys full of Glory; which, as ſure as 
-- + 2p will be the Portion of thoſe who Love 


'm. . | 

Thus when our Hearts are enflam'd with the 
Love of God, we ſhall have but one thing to 
that God would give us the Enjoyment of Himſelf; 
fiance in the Accompliſhment of this Defire, all our 
Happineſs will conſiſt. But till our Affections are 
d on their right Object, God may ſhew more 
dneſs, in denying, than in giving us the Deſires 
of our Hearts, ſince we may periſh by the ſucceſs 
and grant of them. And what can be more reafon- 
able, what more advantageous and pleaſant to us, 
than to entertain our ſelves with agreeable and de- 
hghtful Apprehenſions of the beſt and moſt worthy 
Being? Who, as he isendu'd with infinite Perfections, 
is the fitteſt Object of the Love and Adoration of 
Immortal Souls; and as he has been infinitely kind 

and beneficent to us, creating a whole World to 
ſerve us here, and providing a Heaven to glorify 
us hereafter ; we ought in Gratitude to love him, 
becauſe he firſt lov'd us. For what could Infinite Good- 
neſs do more to euflame our Love, than to make 
our Duty conſiſt in Delight, in Pleaſure it ſelf, and 
to offer us all the Rewards that aur own Hearts can 
defive, to encourage our Performance of it? If theſe 
. Conſiderations can't affect us, and charm our Hearts 
into a willing Obedience, we may aſſure our ſelves 
that no other Motives will be able to make any Im- 
preſſion upon us: For all the Arguments that can 
convince us of the Agreeableneis of Religion, all 
the Motives which can engage us in the Practice of 
it, are contain d in the words of the Text, Del ig hi 
3 Lord, and he foal give thee thy Hearts de- 
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re 23 What remains therefore, but that we take all Op- 
portunities of retiring from the hurry of the World, 
to contemplate and adore the great Author of our 
Being, to taſte and ſee how gracious the Lord is, and 
what ineffa ble Joys he has provided even here, for 
thoſe who are ſo good as to delight in him. Then 
ſhall we be convinc'd of the Truth of the Text, by 
the moſt ſenſible proof, our own Experience, and do 
our Father's Will on Earth, with as much Pleaſure and 
Chearfulneſs, as it is done in Heaven. Then will our 
Souls be. ever flying on the Wings of Prayer and 
2 into the Preſence of our Lord, and have 
lo lively and ſenſible a Perception of God, that we 
ſhall Love him with ſome degree of that Affection 
with which we are Belov'd by him. Then ſhall we 
paſs away the ſhort Time of our Sojourning here, 
and an Eternity hereafter , in ſuch Tranſports of 
liſs, as are beyond expreſſion; in a perfect Union 
with Him whom our Soul loves, and whom we ſhall 

- ſtill Love more and more through all Eternity. 


Which that we * all do, God of his Infinite 
Mercy grant for the ſake of his moſt dearly be- 
loved Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom with 

the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcrib'd, 

as is moſt due, all Honour and Praiſe, now and 

for ever. Amen. | 
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